Fellow Tipsters,

It’s September at last, and we’ve reached the finals, so forgive me if this note’s a little longer than usual.
The Model finished the regular season on something of a flat note, tipping just 5 from 8 to finish at 65-31 (67.7%), 3 correct tips short of the targeted 70%. Two of the three games that The Model missed were decided by less than 2 straight goals, so it’s not as though The Model was without a chance. And, in any case, over the course of the season The Model’s not got much to complain about as far as close results go: it finished 12-6 (66.7%) in matches where the final margin was 11 points or less.
With last week’s performance, the M50 measure (the numbers of monkeys you’d need to have assembled and had tipping at random from Round 11 for it to be slightly more likely than not that at least one of these monkeys would have produced an equivalent or superior tipping record to that of The Model) has climbed over 2,000, so there’s some solace in that too.
For tips with an estimated probability of 60% or more, The Model’s record stands at 50-19 (72%). This week, as befits the finals in a reasonably closely-contested season, only 2 of 4 Model tips fall into this category. As far as Sportsbet is concerned, only the Sydney v West Coast match represents such a mismatch, with West Coast currently shorter than 2/1 on favourites.
So, the tips for this week are (and, once more, the numbers in brackets represent The Model’s record when tipping this team):

· Sydney (6-0) to pip West Coast by 1 (The Model can barely separate these teams and considers extra time a real possibility)
· Geelong (5-5) to edge Melbourne by 7 (Sometimes I suspect The Model’s a closet Cats fan – it’s tipped them now for 11 of 13 weeks)
· Adelaide (8-0) to win comfortably over St Kilda by 29
· Port Adelaide (5-1) to beat the Kangaroos by 7
Sydney is the only underdog amongst those tips, with Port and the Roos currently equal favourites.
To put the Sydney tip in context it’s interesting to look at the comparative records of the Swans and the Eagles leading into the finals. Sydney has won 7 of its last 8 encounters, beating 4 of its fellow finalists, including the Eagles, and losing only to Adelaide by 7 points in Round 18. In contrast, the Eagles have won 4 and lost 4, with 3 of those losses against other finalists, including its two most recent matches, against Adelaide and Geelong. To be fair, one of their victories was also against a finalist, but that was 8 weeks ago by 4 points against the Roos.

Based on this simple comparison you’d have to give Sydney at least a reasonable shake. Given the odds they’re offering, Sportsbet clearly have a different opinion; they must think that the home ground advantage is a huge factor in this game.
Looking more closely at recent form, it’s also interesting to look at the average ranking of the teams that the finalists have faced in the last 8 weeks. Five of the finalists (Adelaide [8 wins, 0 losses], West Coast [4-4], Sydney [7-1], Kangaroos [4-4] and Geelong [3-5]) have faced teams with an average ranking of around 7.3 to 7.9, meaning that they’ve met teams from the top and bottom half of the ladder pretty much equally. 
Port Adelaide has done a little better, the average ladder position of its opponents having been 8.5, and including only 3 of the other finalists. Nonetheless, it’s only managed 4 wins and 4 losses. 

St Kilda though has had a remarkably easy run home, with its opponents over the last 8 weeks averaging a ladder position over 10 and including Fremantle (10th), the Lions (11th), Richmond (12th), Collingwood (15th) and the wooden-spooners, Carlton. The highest-ranked team it’s faced has been the Roos, who finished fifth. In stark contrast to Port Adelaide though, the Saints have taken full advantage of their less credentialed opponents and have registered 7 wins and 1 loss.

At the other end of the sausage, Melbourne have had a particularly tough run home, the average ladder position of its opponents being 6.75 and including 5 of the 7 other finalists. Small wonder then that it’s managed only 3 wins and 5 losses.
Anyway, if The Model’s tips are correct, Adelaide and Sydney get a week off, move to the Preliminary Finals and look forward to likely home games, Melbourne and the Roos start planning for season 2006, and the draw for next week is:

· St Kilda at home to Port Adelaide
· West Coast at home to Geelong

Further details of this week’s tips appear below:
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97 Sydney West Coast 1 51% $2.50 37% $1.47 12.5

98 Geelong Melbourne 7 71% $1.72 54% $2.00 TBD

99 Adelaide St Kilda 29 81% $1.72 54% $2.00 5.5

100 Port Adelaide Kangaroos 7 59% $1.85 50% $1.85 0.0


Expected No. of Correct Tips for this round:

Based on The Model’s Estimated Probabilities:  
2.6

Based on Sportsbet’s Estimated Probabilities:
2.0

The Model’s Best Bets of the Week (assuming a $100 maximum bet)
	Team
	Bet
	Possible Return
(including return
of wager)

	Sydney
	$18
	$45.00

	Geelong
	$31
	$53.32

	Adelaide
	$54
	$92.88

	Port Adelaide
	$11
	$20.35

	Total Outlay
	$114
	


Good tipping and good fortune if your team’s in the finals,
TC

Results to Date

	Round #
	No. Correct
	Cumulative Correct
	% Correct (Cumulative)

	11
	3
	3
	37.5%

	12
	7
	10
	62.5%

	13 (1)
	2
	12
	54.5%

	13 (2)
	1
	13
	54.2%

	14
	5
	18
	56.3%

	15
	6
	24
	60.0%

	16
	7
	31
	64.6%

	17
	7
	38
	67.9%

	18
	5
	43
	67.2%

	19
	7
	50
	69.4%

	20
	4
	54
	67.5%

	21
	6
	60
	68.2%

	22
	5
	65
	67.7%
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

1 Geelong Collingwood 32 87% $1.30 71% $3.20 20.5 Collingwood 25 25.0



2 Sydney Carlton 2 50.5% $1.72 54% $2.00 7.5 Sydney 25 25.0



3 Richmond West Coast 8 56% $2.70 34% $1.40 17.5 West Coast 2 17.3



4 Fremantle Brisbane Lions 2 53% $1.30 71% $3.20 22.5 Brisbane Lions 39 22.8



5 Adelaide Essendon 9 68% $1.50 62% $2.40 15.5 Adelaide 88 35.8



6 Kangaroos Melbourne 9 66% $2.40 39% $1.50 13.5 Melbourne 36 35.8



7 St Kilda Port Adelaide 35 87% $1.38 67% $2.80 18.5 Port Adelaide 23 34.0

 8 Western Bulldogs Hawthorn 8 62% $1.90 49% $1.80 0.0 Western Bulldogs 22 32.5
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

9 West Coast Essendon 48 93% $1.09 85% $6.00 42.5 West Coast 24 31.6



10 Hawthorn St Kilda 3 51% $3.00 31% $1.33 20.5 St Kilda 46 33.0



11 Brisbane Lions Carlton 19 72% $1.28 72% $3.30 22.5 Brisbane Lions 58 35.3



12 Port Adelaide Western Bulldogs 9 64% $1.22 76% $3.80 26.5 Port Adelaide 15 33.6



13 Sydney Fremantle 6 60% $1.47 63% $2.50 15.5 Sydney 38 33.9



14 Geelong Adelaide 16 61% $1.45 64% $2.55 15.5 Geelong 4 31.8



15 Kangaroos Richmond 1 61% $2.10 44% $1.65 7.5 Kangaroos 29 31.6

 16 Melbourne Collingwood 27 69% $1.47 63% $2.50 15.5 Melbourne 45 32.4
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

17 Port Adelaide Hawthorn 15 75% $1.20 77% $4.00 27.5 Port Adelaide 117 37.4



18 Melbourne West Coast 13 60% $1.72 54% $2.00 4.5 West Coast 15 36.2



19 Richmond Adelaide 2 50.2% $2.30 40% $1.55 11.5 Adelaide 70 37.9



20 Western Bulldogs Carlton 9 66% $1.55 60% $2.30 11.5 Western Bulldogs 46 38.4



21 Geelong Brisbane Lions 31 83% $2.70 34% $1.40 17.5 Brisbane Lions 69 39.8



22 Fremantle Kangaroos 16 55% $1.40 66% $2.70 17.5 Kangaroos 22 39.0



23 St Kilda Essendon 8 52% $1.30 71% $3.20 21.5 Essendon 15 38.0

 24 Sydney Collingwood 9 62% $1.47 63% $2.50 16.5 Sydney 1 36.4
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

25 Collingwood Port Adelaide 2 46% $2.30 40% $1.55 11.5 Collingwood 31 36.2



26 Richmond Sydney 22 64% $2.20 42% $1.60 9.5 Richmond 1 34.8



27 West Coast Carlton 38 93% $1.07 87% $6.75 45.5 West Coast 77 36.4



28 Essendon Kangaroos 3 58% $1.72 54% $2.00 5.5 Kangaroos 42 36.6



29 Melbourne Brisbane Lions 5 55% $2.30 40% $1.55 11.5 Brisbane Lions 74 37.9



30 Adelaide Fremantle 16 63% $1.25 74% $3.50 25.5 Adelaide 6 36.8



31 Geelong Hawthorn 28 81% $1.28 72% $3.30 24.5 Geelong 55 37.4

 32 Western Bulldogs St Kilda 7 63% $2.50 37% $1.47 13.5 St Kilda 18 36.8
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

33 West Coast Kangaroos 7 64% $1.50 62% $2.40 13.5 West Coast 4 35.8



34 Richmond Essendon 24 72% $1.85 50% $1.85 4.5 Richmond 26 35.5



35 Port Adelaide Melbourne 13 67% $1.60 58% $2.20 8.5 Port Adelaide 62 36.3



36 Brisbane Lions Collingwood 2 39% $1.20 77% $4.00 28.5 Brisbane Lions 78 37.4



37 Geelong Sydney 4 49.5% $1.85 50% $1.85 4.5 Sydney 54 37.9



38 Adelaide Hawthorn 12 58% $1.25 74% $3.50 23.5 Adelaide 10 37.2



39 St Kilda Carlton 29 77% $1.22 76% $3.80 25.5 St Kilda 80 38.3

 40 Western Bulldogs Fremantle 4 60% $3.00 31% $1.33 20.5 Fremantle 53 38.6
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

41 Essendon Collingwood 7 74% $2.20 42% $1.60 9.5 Essendon 26 38.3



42 Geelong Port Adelaide 37 77% $1.90 49% $1.80 0.0 Geelong 79 39.3



43 St Kilda Richmond 6 56% $1.50 62% $2.40 13.5 St Kilda 69 40.0



44 West Coast Brisbane Lions 15 68% $1.60 58% $2.20 9.5 West Coast 23 39.6



45 Melbourne Sydney 21 77% $1.60 58% $2.20 9.5 Sydney 26 39.3



46 Adelaide Western Bulldogs 18 75% $1.22 76% $3.80 26.5 Adelaide 74 40.0



47 Fremantle Carlton 1 52% $1.42 65% $2.65 15.5 Fremantle 35 39.9

 48 Kangaroos Hawthorn 2 62% $1.25 74% $3.50 23.5 Kangaroos 41 40.0
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

49 St Kilda Collingwood 34 70% $1.15 81% $4.80 33.5 St Kilda 73 40.6



50 Hawthorn Carlton 12 56% $1.72 54% $2.00 5.5 Hawthorn 24 40.3



51 Western Bulldogs Geelong 1 51% $4.30 22% $1.18 29.5 Western Bulldogs 35 40.2



52 Brisbane Lions Essendon 13 51% $1.10 84% $5.75 39.5 Brisbane Lions 13 39.7



53 Port Adelaide Richmond 27 78% $1.18 78% $4.30 27.5 Port Adelaide 13 39.2



54 West Coast Sydney 8 63% $1.85 50% $1.85 3.5 Sydney 21 38.8



55 Adelaide Kangaroos 8 60% $1.85 50% $1.85 0.0 Adelaide 13 38.4

 56 Fremantle Melbourne 9 51% $1.45 64% $2.55 17.5 Fremantle 25 38.1
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

57 Geelong Essendon 29 75% $1.48 63% $2.50 13.5 Essendon 13 37.7



58 Melbourne St Kilda 2 51% $3.20 29% $1.30 22.5 St Kilda 88 38.6



59 West Coast Hawthorn 54 95% $1.07 87% $7.00 45.5 West Coast 48 38.7



60 Adelaide Sydney 23 74% $1.40 66% $2.70 17.5 Adelaide 7 38.2



61 Western Bulldogs Brisbane Lions 1 53% $2.55 36% $1.45 15.5 Western Bulldogs 28 38.0



62 Kangaroos Port Adelaide 22 77% $1.65 56% $2.10 7.5 Kangaroos 4 37.5



63 Richmond Carlton 18 78% $1.33 70% $3.00 20.5 Carlton 35 37.4

 64 Fremantle Collingwood 8 67% $1.53 61% $2.35 12.5 Fremantle 13 37.0
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

65 St Kilda Geelong 48 95% $1.16 80% $4.50 32.5 St Kilda 41 37.1



66 Adelaide Melbourne 32 94% $1.14 81% $4.85 35.5 Adelaide 54 37.4



67 Western Bulldogs West Coast 3 55% $2.55 36% $1.45 15.5 Western Bulldogs 43 37.4



68 Fremantle Richmond 20 89% $1.18 78% $4.25 29.5 Fremantle 27 37.3



69 Sydney Essendon 2 40% $1.68 55% $2.05 6.5 Sydney 20 37.0



70 Brisbane Lions Hawthorn 42 95% $1.16 80% $4.50 32.5 Brisbane Lions 41 37.1



71 Carlton Port Adelaide 5 64% $2.30 40% $1.55 10.5 Port Adelaide 14 36.8

 72 Kangaroos Collingwood 8 62% $1.35 69% $2.95 20.5 Kangaroos 6 36.3
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

73 West Coast Fremantle 15 77% $1.52 61% $2.35 13.5 West Coast 48 36.5



74 St Kilda Kangaroos 18 62% $1.28 72% $3.30 23.5 St Kilda 23 36.3



75 Geelong Melbourne 35 88% $1.40 66% $2.70 17.5 Melbourne 1 35.9



76 Collingwood Carlton 2 51% $1.85 50% $1.85 0.0 Carlton 35 35.8



77 Port Adelaide Adelaide 9 68% $2.40 39% $1.50 15.5 Adelaide 7 35.5



78 Sydney Brisbane Lions 13 84% $1.45 64% $2.55 15.5 Sydney 84 36.1



79 Hawthorn Essendon 4 63% $2.65 35% $1.42 17.5 Hawthorn 13 35.8

 80 Richmond Western Bulldogs 9 68% $3.30 28% $1.28 21.5 Western Bulldogs 12 35.5
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

81 Fremantle St Kilda 4 63% $2.50 37% $1.47 12.5 Fremantle 5 35.1



82 Adelaide Collingwood 35 91% $1.07 87% $7.00 46.5 Adelaide 110 36.0



83 Geelong West Coast 15 63% $2.50 37% $1.47 12.5 Geelong 76 36.5



84 Brisbane Lions Port Adelaide 25 82% $1.70 54% $2.05 7.5 Port Adelaide 30 36.4



85 Western Bulldogs Melbourne 23 65% $1.65 56% $2.10 7.5 Melbourne 4 36.1



86 Sydney Kangaroos 20 78% $1.33 70% $3.00 20.5 Sydney 37 36.1



87 Essendon Carlton 1 54% $1.80 51% $1.90 0.0 Essendon 99 36.8

 88 Richmond Hawthorn 17 76% $1.57 59% $2.25 9.5 Richmond 4 36.4
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

89 Western Bulldogs Collingwood 32 93% $1.10 84% $6.00 35.5 Western Bulldogs 41 36.5



90 Hawthorn Sydney 4 71% $4.40 21% $1.17 30.5 Sydney 54 36.7



91 West Coast Adelaide 20 78% $1.50 62% $2.40 12.5 Adelaide 8 36.4



92 Port Adelaide Fremantle 10 62% $1.25 74% $3.50 22.5 Port Adelaide 45 36.4



93 St Kilda Brisbane Lions 38 91% $1.30 71% $3.20 21.5 St Kilda 139 37.5



94 Geelong Richmond 28 79% $1.22 76% $3.80 23.5 Geelong 1 37.2



95 Kangaroos Carlton 13 53% $1.14 81% $4.85 32.5 Kangaroos 30 37.1

 96 Essendon Melbourne 28 53% $2.40 39% $1.50 13.5 Melbourne 10 36.8


