Dear MAFL Fund Contributors and Interested Bystanders,
MAFL Fund
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T-Aug06 Docklands StKilda (3th) — West Coast 2nd) - - - ~ [StKilda 5 West Coast I
5-Aug0B Docklands Carlton (16th) $450 Melbourne (3rd) - 821% - 4289 /8.3 [Melboume 37 Carton 7 x
5-Aug06 MC.G Richmond (10th) 290 Westem Bulldogs (7th) - 371% - +7.1/-37 |Westem Bulldogs 3 [WestemBuldogs 22 v
5-Aug0B 5.C.6 Sydney (6th) - Essendon (15th) - - - < Sydney % Sydney a v
5-Aug0B Football Park  |Adelaide (1st) - Collingwood (5th) - - - - |Adelaide 5 Adelaide 4 v
6-Aug0B Gabba Brisbane Lions (11th) - Geelong (3th) - - - - |Brisbane Lions 14 Geelong 7=
6-Augr0B Docklands Kangaroos (13th) - Port Adelaide (12th) - - - - |Kangaroos 4 Kangaroos 9 v
6-Auy 06 Subiaco Fremantle (8th) - Hawthorn (14th) - - - - |Fremantle 30 Fremantle 5 v
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On Friday I tagged the Model sentient. Now let me add another tag: prescient. 

In this life, loyalty’s all too rarely displayed and even less often rewarded, so it is with an especially warm glow that I relay the news to you that the Blues’ 7-point victory on Saturday has stunningly rewarded the Model’s faith in them and rocketed our share price to 93.54c, the highest it’s been at the end of a round since the end of Round 2.  
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Richmond’s loss was disappointing – we’d actually have a share price in excess of $1 had they won – but, taking a broader view, we’ve no right to be unhappy with the Tigers. Even after this weekend’s loss to the Bulldogs, the Tigers’ net contribution to our current share price is +35.1c. 
With one winning and one losing bet this weekend, we’ve now had exactly 50 bets this season, winning 15, losing 34 and ‘drawing’ 1 (don’t start me …).
Model Tipping

A marginal improvement in tipping performance this weekend with the Model bagging 5 from 8, moving it to 90½ and 53½ (62.8%) for the season.
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This week’s completely useless piece of trivia: this is the first time that the Model has correctly tipped the last game of the round since Round 9.
Model Tipping Performance and Season Win-Loss Record by Team
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The Model finally decides to tip Melbourne and they go and get rolled by the cellar-dwellers, giving them a 4 and 3 record when tipped and an 8 and 3 record when not tipped. 
The other two incorrect tips were the Saints against West Coast, which the Model flagged as a danger game, and the Brisbane Lions season-ending loss to Geelong, which the Model forecast as only a moderately comfortable win for the Lions.. 
The end of St Kilda’s winning streak sees Freo emerge as the team with the greatest momentum behind it – 5 straight wins.
Hawthorn and Port Adelaide once again extended their losing sequences, which now stand at 6. It’s hard to believe that the Hawks started the season with a 4 and 1 record, and that Port strung 4 successive wins together mid season, including a 37-point win over West Coast and the end of that streak.
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Model Tipping Performance by Predicted Victory Margin
The Model tipped 5 games to be won by 3 goals or more and finished 4 and 1 on these games, moving it to 42 and 10 (81%) for the season.
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The Run Home
With the final 8 now just about settled, interest now turns to how the teams in the 8 will order themselves and, in particular, who’ll finish in the top 4.  (Sure Geelong have a mathematical chance, and even Richmond are not totally without hope, but it’s hard to see either of them making it).
What’s particularly interesting about the ladder as it stands is the logjam of teams currently on 44 points and filling positions 4 through 8. 
Adelaide and West Coast look good for positions 1 and 2 on the ladder, so it all comes down to who gets 3rd and 4th. 

Here’s how it looks for teams 3 through 8:

Melbourne: should win 2, possibly 3 depending on the Sydney game. Give Sydney the points, so Melbourne finish on 56 pts.

Sydney: should win 3, possibly 4 depending on the Melbourne game (though the game away to Geelong could be a risk). Say they slip up in one game, so give them 56pts too.
St Kilda: should win 2, possibly 3. Give them 3 wins, so they finish on 56pts too.

Collingwood: should win all 4. Give them 60pts.

Western Bulldogs: should win all 2, maybe 3. Give them 2 wins and 52pts.

Fremantle: should win 1, maybe 2. Give them 1 wins and 48pts.

So, Collingwood finish a clear 3rd and it’s between Sydney, Melbourne and St Kilda for 4th, with the decision based on percentages. On that basis, I predict Sydney gets 4th.

So, here’s the current prediction for the eight:

1st Adelaide

2nd West Coast

3rd Collingwood

4th Sydney

5th St Kilda

6th Melbourne

7th Western Bulldogs

8th Fremantle

It’s been a little while since we checked in with the MAFL benchmark portfolios. Here’s the latest:

· MAFL Portfolio #1 is now down 6.4% since the benchmark date

· MAFL Portfolio #2 is up 10.6% since the benchmark date

· The Combined Portfolio is now up 1.2% since the benchmark date

As always, the Fund is open for buying or selling until 5pm Wednesday at the prevailing share price.
‘Til Thursday,
Tony
Appendix 1 – Additional Tables

2006 Season and Historical Victory Margins
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A fairly ‘average’ weekend margin-wise, leaving the season’s average winning margin at 33.9 points, near the long-term average of 34.6. We’re still well ahead of the long-term average for games with a victory margin of fewer than 12 points, with one-quarter of all games this year finishing with such a margin.
In particular, take a look at the proportion of games that have finished with a margin of 1-5 pts: 14.8% this season versus a 9.9% long-term average.
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Team Performance in Games with a Margin of 11 points or Fewer
Only two games finished with a margin of 11 points or fewer this weekend: Carlton’s 7-point win over Melbourne, and the Crows 4-point win over Collingwood.
This was the first game this year with such a margin in which Collingwood was involved.

Also, it was Carlton’s first win of the year by such a narrow margin (indeed, it was one of only 3 Carlton wins in total).
Winning and Losing Margins by Team
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Adelaide are now all but assured of outright honours for the Thumper of the Year award. Only four straight thumpings by Melbourne or Collingwood and no reply thumping by Adelaide could wrest the title from the Crows.
Hawthorn, with their second straight thumping, have now nudged ahead in the race for Thumpee of the Year, though with matches against Carlton and Essendon in the next two weeks they might struggle to add to their tally. In contrast, Port play the Bulldogs and Collingwood, so the race isn’t over yet.
Model and Team Line Betting Performance
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Another tough weekend for the Model, managing only 3 and 5, moving it to 69 and 75 (47.9%) for the season. Four teams managed to cover the spread this weekend: Kangaroos, Western Bulldogs, Sydney, Fremantle and Melbourne. 
West Coast, Carlton and Geelong all received start and won outright, whereas Collingwood lost but by less than the spread, and so were line betting winners. In doing so, West Coast preserved their perfect record this season when receiving start; it now stands at 3 and 0. 

Collingwood is now clear leader in total wins on line betting, having been victors in 13 of the 18 rounds. At the other extreme, the Brisbane Lions continue to disappoint line bettors, having been line betting winners for only 6 of the 18 rounds.
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