Dear MAFL Fund Contributors & Interested Bystanders,
Portent or just a website database hiccup? You be the judge.

Sportsbet’s website three times refused to accept our bets for this weekend, flashing orange text on a red background, imploring me to contact the TAB phone centre. Though the site did, a little later, let me place the wagers, I confess to more than a few moments pause and reflection. Were they taking pity and offering counselling, concerned that I had access to information to which they weren’t privy, or just keen to let me know that they covered a range of other sports on which I could wager any amounts I liked on equally preposterous outcomes?
Anyway, stand by for a wild weekend. The Model has once again invited home the friends you wish it wouldn’t – Carl and Don – for yet another weekend. Fortunately, Rich, one of the ‘nice’ boys, is coming over too, but there’s really nothing Rich can do if Carl and Don both decide to turn feral. 
Here’s the detail of Round 15.
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TIPS

Date__Venue Team 1 Price”_Team 2 Price”_|Bet Team 1_Bet Team 2| WinLoss | Predicted Winner _Pred Margin
T4-JukB M C G Richmond (6th) 5265 Melbourne (3rd) - 370% - 463/37 12
15-Jul08 M.C.G Essendon (16th) .25 St Kilda (7th) - 6.45% - 4341765 19
15-Jul06 Football Park  [Adelaide (1st - Hawthor (14th) - - - - 59
16-Jul08 Docklands Kangaroos (13th) - Brisbane Lions (12th) - - - - 1
15-Jul0B Subiaco [West Coast 2nd) - Sydney Gth) - - - - 9
1B-Jul08 Kardinia Park  [Geelong (10th) - Port Adelaide (11th) - - - - 14
16-Jul08 Docklands Carlton (15th) $400 Westem Bulldogs (5th) - 393% - +118/40 2
16-Jul05 M.C.G Colingwood (dth) - Fremantle Bth) - - - - pil
W08%  0.00%





You might notice a new column this week – the Win/Loss column – which provides information on what will happen to the share price in the event of a win or loss for the respective bet. So, for example, if Essendon win, our share price goes up by 34.1c, just moments, presumably, before Satan feels chilly. If, instead, Essendon lose, our share price drops by 6.5c.
With a bit of mental arithmetic, it’s not hard to work out that profitability this weekend requires a victory for the Dons or the Blues. Using Sportsbet’s odds, this is about a 2/1 shot. If we pull it off, it’ll be the first time this season we’ve had three straight profitable weekends.
There’s bravery too from the Model on the tipping front this weekend, with it opting for two underdogs in the shape of Richmond and the Brisbane Lions. The Model sees neither of these two getting home easily and, in particular, expects the Roos/Lions encounter to be decided by just the odd behind. It also sees some potential danger for two other favourites in the West Coast up against the Swans at Subiaco, and the Cats against Port Adelaide at Kardinia.
At the other end of the scale, the Model’s predicting a flogging for the Hawks when they take on the Crows at Footy Park. I can’t recall the Model ever predicting a margin as big as this – almost 10 goals. Sportsbet concur with the Model. They’re offering the Hawks on line betting with 46½ points start, the second highest points start offered this season, behind only the 48½ points start on offer for Carlton against the Eagles in Round 11. The Model also sees fairly comfortable wins for the Bulldogs and Collingwood, and, to a lesser extent, for St Kilda.
If you’re into line betting, here’s who the Model sees winning this weekend: 
Richmond (+18.5)

Essendon (+43.5)

Adelaide (-46.5)

Brisbane Lions (+10.5)

Sydney (+17.5)

Port Adelaide (+32.5)

Western Bulldogs (-28.5)

Collingwood (-20.5)

(Generally you’ll need 5 out of 8 of these to be correct to make a profit. The Model scored 6 out of 8 last weekend to move to 50% for the season)

Looking for a game of the round throws up a few candidates. In terms of ladder proximity, the Roos/Lions and Cats/Port games look good; in terms of final 8 importance, the Tigers/Demons, Eagles/Swans and Pies/Freo games have legitimate claims. For mine though, I reckon the avian matchup at Subiaco is the pick of the round.
Cheers for now,

Tony
